“Where can I Learn
to Become a
Pharmacist?”
The UT College of Pharmacy
offers a curricular program
designed to produce skilled,
caring, and culturally competent pharmacists who are prepared to optimize medication
use, ensure patient safety,
and pursue advanced training
in clinical specialties and
pharmaceutical research.
The University of Tennessee
is dedicated to maintaining
and advancing its position
as a leader in pharmacy
education. We continue
to improve and nurture
our programs in order to
offer a variety of academic and clinical experiences that give our
graduates a powerful
edge in today’s competitive health care
market.
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Why Should I Become a
Pharmacist?
I Want to Help People Get Well
Pharmacists play a key role in helping patients feel
better and get well as quickly as possible. Pharmacists can be instrumental in improving the health of
patients by choosing the best medicines and helping to avoid side effects.
I Like to Work Directly with Patients
I Enjoy a Wide Variety of Career
Opportunities
Pharmacists can work in a myriad of professional
settings.
I Can Benefit from the Increased Demand
For Pharmacists
There is an ongoing demand for pharmacy services throughout the U.S. in most sectors of the profession.
I Want to be an Important Member of the
Healthcare Team
Pharmacists work with other health care professionals to
maximize health outcomes. Numerous studies have
proven that the presence of a pharmacist on hospital rounds as a full member of the patient care
team has been shown to prevent drug errors and
reduce costs.
I Can Have Job Mobility, Stability, and
Flexibility
Pharmacists are employed in every part of
the country.
I am Excited to be a Part of
Major Innovations in Drug
Therapy
I Would Like to Be a Highly Respected
Member of My Community

Future Students
High School Academics
High school academics should focus on adequately preparing
the student for the rigors of a science-driven undergraduate
degree.
High school curriculum should expose students to physics,
chemistry, biology, and higher-order math such as precalculus or calculus. These courses, along with the normal
complement of English, Foreign Language and other Social
Studies should provide a solid foundation for the prepharmacy work completed in college.

“All substances are poisons;
there is none which is not a
poison. It is the dose that
differentiates a poison from a
remedy. ”
- Paracelsus

Students should take the ACT and SAT standardized assessments for college admission.

Undergraduate
Academics
All Pharmacy schools have
their own prerequisites, but
most schools require:
General Chemistry I & II
Biology I & II
Physics I & II
Organic Chemistry I & II
Inorganic Chemistry
Biochemistry
Calculus I & II
Statistics
English I & II
The prerequisite courses for most Pharmacy schools are extensive and require a degree in either Biology or Chemistry. In addition, the Pharmacy College Admission Test (PCAT) must be taken
prior to applying. The exam has 6 sections and covers biology,
chemistry, verbal skills, and mathematics.

Extracurricular Activities
We all depict a unique story defined by our passions and pursuits. Pharmacy school admission committees search for wellrounded students with personal interests cultivated outside of
the school environment. We admonish students to seek out
their own personal interests and, if possible, take on a leadership role in that area.
Outside of personal interests, students should consider becoming involved in one or more of the following activities:
Community Volunteering
Pharmacy Shadowing
Medical Missions
Pre-pharmacy Interest Groups
Undergraduate Research

